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It was history in the making for the Central Washington University wakeboard team at 
the 2013 Collegiate Wakeboard National Championships. Not only did the team win its 
first national collegiate wakeboard title, but it also became the first club sport at Central 

Washington University to win a national title. And it did it so in dominating fashion. Central 
Washington, which finished fourth at the 2012 Collegiate Wakeboard Nationals, tallied 610 
points in winning this year over runner-up Florida Gulf Coast University (495 points) and third-
place Wisconsin (395 points). Twelve teams competed in the 13th annual event, May 24-26, 
on the Red River in Shreveport, La.

Each team consisted of four male riders, 
two female riders and one wakeskater. In 
addition to Central Washington, Florida 
Gulf Coast and Wisconsin, other competing 
teams this year included Ball State, 
Florida, Louisiana-Monroe, Louisiana Tech, 
Mississippi, Mississippi State, Tennessee, 
Texas Tech and Virginia Tech. 

Members of the Central Washington 
University wakeboard team were: Kolby 
Blew, Kyler Green, Sean Harris, Pat 
Mahoney, Thomas Olson, Amanda Parker, 
Eddie Roberts III and Chelsea Worland. 
Central Washington riders won titles 
in four of the event’s seven divisions. 
Green, a freshman, won the Men’s A title, 
scoring 83.33 points; Olson won Men’s 
B, scoring 94.67 points; Roberts won 
Men’s C, scoring 91.67 points; and Harris 
won Men’s D, scoring 91.33 points. Blew, 
also a freshman, placed third in Men’s 
A, scoring 72.33 points; Mahoney placed 
third in wakeskate, scoring 54.33 points; 

and Parker finished runner-up in Women’s 
B, scoring 45.67 points. “The feeling of 
winning the team title is unreal and it 
honestly hasn’t fully set in yet,” Roberts 
commented two weeks after his team won 
the title. “At the end of the day, we’re all 
students and we got home and started 
cramming for finals and some of us, 
including me, were preparing to graduate 
in a few days. We’ve all been riding 
together for so long and have become such 
good friends that it was like we had this 
unstoppable determination to take first 
place through the Men’s lineup. Once Sean 
[Harris] secured his first place in Men’s 
D, it was like we all knew that we were all 
going to keep the momentum rolling and 
kill it through the rest of the lineup.” 

It marked the first time the Nationals was 
held in Shreveport. The event was included 
as part of Shreveport’s annual Mudbug 
Madness festival, which helped bring 
some additional spectators to the venue. 

Unfortunately, inclement weather and a 
strong river current presented challenging 
conditions for the riders over the entire 
weekend. “The water conditions on the 
Red River were certainly a challenge and 
presented several variables to consider,” 
Roberts says. “First the flow of the 
river made the ride going one direction 
completely different than the opposite 
direction. Going up river felt a lot faster and 
the wake seemed narrower as opposed to 
going down river felt slower with a wider 
wake. The bulkhead on one side of the 
river mixed with the wind really chopped 
up the water as well…Given the conditions, 
the main thing you have to focus on is 
committing to your cut and trick without 
second guessing yourself.”

Central Washington’s Olson seemed 
to have little trouble adjusting to the 
conditions. “Going into the finals, I always 
try and add a couple of my most technical 
tricks to my run to show the judges 
something they haven’t seen out of me in 
qualifying,” says Olson, who won each of 
his quarterfinals and semifinals heats in 
Men’s B with scores of 87.33 points and 
82.33 points, respectively, before tallying 
the title-clinching 94.67 points in the 
finals. “My plan for the first pass was to 
get one more trick than in the qualifying 
rounds and also swap some safe tricks with 
more technical tricks. I decided to add a 
second glyde, a hoochie glyde, and change 
a heelside melon 180 to a heelside nose 
grab 360. On the second pass, I added a 
crowmobe, a method backroll to revert and 
a switch heelside 540. Overall, I was very 
stoked about how I rode!”

Roberts, meanwhile, felt pretty relieved 
by the time he completed his run in 
the Men’s C finals. “My finals’ run was 
honestly a little scary and nerve racking,” 
says Roberts, who had top scores of 
89.00 points and 85.67 points in the 
quarterfinals and semifinals, respectively, 
before tallying 91.67 points in the finals. 

Members of the 
Central Washington 
University wakeboard 
team were (left-to-
right): Kolby Blew, 
Patrick Mahoney, 
Amanda Parker, 
Chelsea Worland, 
Eddie Roberts III, 
Thomas Olson, Sean 
Harris and Kyler 
Green.
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The Central Washington University wakeboard team won the national title at the 
13th Collegiate Wakeboard National Championships, May 24-26, on the Red River 
in Shreveport, La.
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“Virginia Tech’s Joe Cofek 
rode before me and threw 
down a solid stand-up run, which was 
super impressive for those conditions. 
Knowing that I was competing not only 
for myself but also for my team – and 
seeing my teammate Sean Harris win 
Men’s D before me – added pressure and 
motivation. I knew I couldn’t get away 
with an easy run and as soon as my 
board hit the water I knew it was time to 
throw down.” 

Roberts’ first pass consisted of all spins 
and he was able to navigate the chop and 
debris. His run finished with a toe-side 
off axis 540, landing right before the end-
of-course barrel with just enough time 
to Ollie 180 over the obstacle. Coming 
back for the second pass he got one trick 
in and then fell on an indy toe-side back 
roll. “It was a costly fall because the flow 
of the river was taking me down course,” 
he says. “I got back up to get a tantrum 
and had just enough room to redeem 
myself on the trick I had fallen on earlier. 
With that fall I didn’t make it easy on the 
judges, but I must have just edged out 
Joe with the clean spin pass…and the 
540 probably sealed the deal.”

Florida Gulf Coast’s Gigi Meyer won the 
Women’s A division, scoring 88.33 points. 
“Considering the conditions, even a wake-
to-wake jump was an accomplishment,” 
says Meyer, who outscored runner-up 
Shawna Hoffman, the 2011 champion who 
was competing this year as an independent 
from Sacramento City College, by 8.33 
points in the finals. “In the quarterfinals and 
semifinals, I only had one invert, which was 
just enough for me to advance on to the 
finals.” In Meyer’s final run, she says she 
was very lucky to stick a tantrum, backroll, 
toeside backroll and a few wake-to-wake 
grabs, which helped her gain valuable 
points. “I was not expecting to land them,” 
she says. “The conditions were so awful 
that something I normally can do in my 
sleep was a challenge. The current was not 
much help either, considering that if you 
fell going with the current, you lost half 
your run. So I was sure to take it easy the 
first couple of rounds, which allowed me 
to become familiar with the wake and the 
conditions of the water. By my final run, 

I was aware that I could not perform my 
tougher tricks, yet I had to rack up a few 
points. So I decided to throw the tricks 
I’m most familiar with that would get me a 
good amount of points. But my mentality 
was just to go out and have some fun. 
Landing those tricks in those conditions 
really was an accomplishment.”

In other events, Florida Gulf Coast’s Josh 
Hamon won Wakeskate, scoring 84.00 
points, and Florida Gulf Coast’s Rachel 
Robinson won Women’s B, scoring 55.00 

points. “I was pretty excited to ride in 
the finals,” Robinson says. “On my first 
pass up the river I landed a heel wake-to-
wake jump, coming back into a one wake 
toeside jump, then another heel jump. I 
really wanted to do a 180 wake-to-wake, 
but my brain and body weren’t working 
together. One my second pass down the 
river I landed one more heel wake-to-
wake and some ollies, ollie 180s to get 
those extra points. I think those wake 
jumps are what did it for me.”
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Team Results
1.  Central Washington (CWU), 610 pts
2.  Florida Gulf Coast (FGCU), 495 pts
3. Wisconsin (UW), 395 pts
4. Virginia Tech (VT), 374 pts
5. Florida (UF), 330 pts
6.  Louisiana-Monroe (ULM), 305 pts
7. Texas Tech (TTU), 204 pts
8. Louisiana Tech (LTU), 195 pts
9. Mississippi State (MSU), 185 pts
10. Mississippi (UM), 182 pts
11. Tennessee (UT), 169 pts
12. Ball State (BSU), 107 pts

Men’s A
1. Kyler Green (CWU), 83.33 pts

2.  Colby Bemier (Jefferson St.), 78 pts
3. Kolby Blew (CWU), 72.33 pts

Men’s B
1. Thomas Olson (CWU), 94.67 pts
2. Edan Fletcher (VT), 68.67 pts
3. Joel Barfield (ULM), 51 pts

Men’s C
1. Eddie Roberts III (CWU), 91.67 pts
2. Joe Cofek (VT), 83.33 pts
3. Seth McCann (UF), 76.33 pts

Men’s D
1. Sean Harris (CWU), 91.33 pts
2. Patrick Fitzgerald (UF), 74 pts

3. Grant DePhillips (VT), 65.33 pts

Wakeskate
1. Josh Hamon (FGCU), 84.00 pts
2. John Zdeblick (UW), 83.67 pts
3. Pat Mahoney (CWU), 54.33 pts

Women’s A
1. Gigi Meyer (FGCU), 88.33 pts
2.  Shawna Hoffman (Sac. City), 80 pts
3. Jess Reed (Miami), 66 pts

Women’s B
1. Rachel Robinson (FGCU), 55 pts
2. Amanda Parker (CWU), 45.67 pts
3. Courtney Knapp (UW), 40 pts

For complete scores, visit USAWATERSKI.org and click on the “Wakeboarding” icon at the top of the home page.
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Central Washington’s 
Thomas Olson won 
Men’s B, scoring 
94.67 points.

Florida Gulf Coast’s Rachel Robinson 
won Women’s B, scoring 55.00 points.

Central Washington’s 
Eddie Roberts III 
won Men’s C, scoring 
91.67 points.


